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SanAntonio Quakers MessagePhone:210.945.8456

7052 N.Vandiver (at Eisenhauer) Website: www.sanantonioguakers.org
SanAntonio, Texas78209 Facebook:@saquakers
DearFriends,

Welcometo June Despitethe Texaggovernof cordere to copenTexas, we are still meeting
by Zoom Qur city and countyleaderscautionusthat CO/ID19 casesouldeasilyspikeagainand
warn usto avoideventsthat would encouragets spread.We are exploringour alternatives but
for this month, at least we shallcontinueto meet electronically Youcan find detailed infor-
mation at the calendarpageof our website:https://sanantonioquakers.org/calendar/

Herearethe directlinksfor our weeklyevents You do not needa Zoomaccountto join.

1 Meeting for Worship¢ Sundaysl0-11am followed by checkin and discussion:
0 JoinURLhttps://us02web.zoom.us/|/87952863787
1 Coursein Miraclesdiscussiorg Tuesdays 7-8pm; led by DavidHayes
0 JoinURLhttps://us02web.zoom.us/3760992196
1 Midweek Meet-Up ¢ Wednesday 7-8:30pnt checkin andtopicaldiscussion
0 JoinURLhttps://us02web.zoom.us/3760992196
In addition, we are exploringwaysto avoidéZoomfatiguee while addingtopicalforumsandother
opportunitiesfor discussionIn this vein, we will usethe June24™ Midweek Meet-Up slot for
Meeting for BusinessWe are askingFriendsto read the May minutesand the Junecommittee
reports in advanceonline. We want to keepthat meetingtimely, but not rushed.

The rest of this newslettercomesin two parts. Thefirst concerrs Meetingitself (pp 2-4); the

secondconcerngventsin the widerworld (pp5-10). Bothareimportantto QuakersPleaseaead!

Signupto receivean emailwhenthis newslettelis postedat the Meetingwebsite.
Write usat newsletter@aquakers.ordf youwisha snailmail copy.
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a_ JuneQuery
’68" How have you tried to stay connected to others
é*g during the current crisis: family, friends, Meeti ng ,
- and the wider community? Are there new ways you
can do so?

Pandemic

What if you thought of it Know that our lives
as the Jews consider the Sabbath— are in one another's hands.
the most sacred of times? (Surely, that has come clear.)
Cease from travel. Do not reach out your hands.
Cease from buying and selling. Reach out your heart.
Give up, just for now, Reach out your words.
on trying to make the world Reach out all the tendrils
different than it is. of compassion that move, invisibly,
Sing. Pray. Touch only those where we cannot touch.
to whom you commit your life.
Center down. Promise this world your love—

for better or for worse,
And when your body has become still, in sickness and in health,
reach out with your heart. so long as we all shall live.
Know that we are connected
in ways that are terrifying and beautiful. —Lynn Ungar

(You could hardly deny it now.)

http://www.lynnungar.com/poems/pandemic/
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QuakerCommunity

Lastmonth, PeggyD. begana serieson gettingto know your Friends Thismonth, shebrings us
JulieCrumand OliverGerken Both are activein Meetingandworth gettingto know.

get to know your Friends

Friends Meeting of San Antonio

J ulle CI‘ TLXXY is a member of the Religious Society of Friends. She retired to her family home in

Canyon Lake in 2019 after several decades in Virginia. She lives with her mother and sister along with her cat,
Mandelbrot. Julie has 3 children, a daughter in New York and 2 sons in the Boston area. She enjoys volunteer
work for political campaigns and keeping up with current events. Birdwatching is particular joy!

What is your comfort food?
Toast with peanut butter

How many states and/or countries have you lived in?
7 states ~ North Dakota, Michigan, Delaware, Pennsylvania,
Virginia & Texas

Where did you attend your first Quaker Meeting?
Lehigh Vallley Friends Meeting - Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 1984

Which of the Quaker testimonies spealks to you?

Integrity, because it's what | reach for every time | face a

difficult decision. Simplicity as well-I try to keep these principles
close to the front of my mind when | live my life. | really appreciate

having a framework to structure my thinking and my actions.

Name one positive outcome from your Corona experience.

“I know I'll never be a digital native, but the guarantine has really boosted me into a
higher level of competence with video communication, and I have been very glad to
learn how to use Zoom and other platforms.”

Q0] 0| C

Modern or Vintage
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get to know your Friends

Friends Meeting of San Antonio

Oliver Gerken isan atender of FMSA and co-clerk of the FMSA Religious Education
Commirttee. He is a husband, son, brother and guardian of two cats and a dog. Oliver is a Texas
Master Naturalist, in training, who somerimes writes poetry. He will find food if there is any to be
had and buys three books for every one he reads. Best of all Oliver thinks alpacas are just neart!

What is your comfort food?
Perogies

How many states and/or countries have you lived in?
3 states ~ Indiana, North Carolina & New York
2 countries ~ USA & Turkey (Istanbul)

Where did you attend your first Quaker Meeting?
Friends Meeting of San Antonio - San Antonio, Texas

Which of the Quaker testimonies speaks to you?

Integrity. | see Integrity as the root of all testimonies—-knowing what is
right or true, even if the knowing is painful, causes me to act for the
better.

Name one positive outcome from your Corona experience.

“The Covid-19 pandemic has caused me to be more discerning about what businesses I
choose to patronize. When the shutdown forced me to slow down my consumption, I
discovered I had more space to deliberate about where my dollar is best spent.”

Winter or Summer
WINTER
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TheWider World

Issue#1: White-on-Black Violencein America

Overthe few days U.S.citieshaveerupted in violenceover the public murder of GeorgeFloyd
whowascrushedto deathby apolicemanon aMinneapolisstreetcorner. Thisismerelythe latest
in aseriesof recentinciderts of violenceagainstAfricanAmericansincludingthe policemurder
of BreonnaTaylor(Lousville),the White citizenmurder of AhmaudArbery(Georgig, and a host
of other events These show¢ againg that thingsthat White Americansdo everyday (walking,
running sleepinggoingto the store) cancaus AfricanAmericando losetheir lives.

Eventgduringthis weekend@peacefulprotestsaswell asits riots sert the samemessagethe
arrest(andlater release)of a BlackCNNreporter in Minneapolis while a nearbyWhite reporter
was thanked for doing his job; the police killing in Louisvilleof an unarmed Blackrestaurat
owner.

Friendsspokeabout their disquietwith these eventsduringand after Meeting for Worship
lastSunday(May31%Y). Wewere clearaboutour needto be educatedon this topic andalsoabout
our needto act. We expectto haveconversaions beginningat Midweek Meet-Up this coming
Wednesday(June3').

What follows are part of our education.Theyare two reflectionsby African Americanintel-
lectuals Thefirstisby Esas McCaulleyaprofessorof religionat WheatonCollegeandan Anglican
priest. Thesecord is by Dr. Robet Sellers a professorof psychologyand the Vice Provostfor
EquityandInclusionat the Universityof Michigan Theyboth haveallot to teachus.

AhmaudArbery andthe AmericaThat$ T A ki O

ByProf. Dr. EsauMcCaullg
May 10, 2020;New YorkTimes https://nyti.ms/2MiQypU

Footballdoesnot prepareits athletesfor a life of fithess. Its drills and exercisesare meant to
hardenthe body for collisions.After our playingdaysare over, we must find new waysto keep
our bodiesin shape.

Much like AhmaudArbery,the former high schoolfootball playerwho wasshotandkilledin
Georgian February] took up jogging.| hada certaintrepidation, but not becausdongdistances
gaveme pause.l feared goingon runsin the whiter neighborhoodshat have markedmy new
reality in the portion of the Midwestthat | now callhome.

Sol purchasedhe loudestorange andlime runningshirtson the market.| R A Rbgli@.viethat
they would savemy life if someonesawmy blackskinandthought only of danger.But| did think
that in the court casethat would follow in the wake of my death, the lime shirt might makeit
difficult to claimthat peopleR A Rkyidthat | wasexercising.

After a few yearsof jogging,| thought that this wasa silly practiceand boughtlessblaring
shirts. Now L Qthinkingit ¢ | & goQldsurd.Mr. Arberywaswearinga white T-shirt when he
waschasedby a father and a sonand fatally shot while joggingin a residentialneighborhoodin
coastalGeorgia.



https://nyti.ms/2MiQypU
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.nytimes.com/article/ahmaud-arbery-shooting-georgia.html__;!!LEf3jpjHhfEyFKU!I-Vu2XsHouBQHD75wfiLQqu3i0hs4oYUpiJBvXdqsqb5SBLMTExRSS_lj-uQ1HYPwqI1bik$
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AhmaudArberyis not a socialor political issue,but a personwith family and friends. Only
thosewho knewhim canrememberand mourn him ashe deservedl praythat we take the time
to do more than hashtaghim on the waytoward a reflectionon what it meansfor AfricanAmer-
icansin this land.

Thetragedyis not simplywhat hisdeathrevealsabouthow blacklife isvaluedhere. Thetrag-
edy is not only the freshlyinvigoratedfear that blackmen and womenwill feel asthey jog the
streetsandtrails of America.Thetragedyis that hisblacklife ended.Forthosewho believethat
all life issacredthereis no biggercatastrophe.

NeverthelessAhmaud! NJD Sridieil move onto a list that stretchesbackfar into our
history. Thatlistincludesnameslike EmmettTill, AddieMay Collins CarolDeniseMcNair,Cynthia
Wesley CaroleRosamondRobertsonMedgarEvers;,TamirRice, Traywn Martin, andEricGarner.
BlackAmericanshave becomeadept at recountingthis litany of sufferingthat beganwhen the
first chainedblackbodiesarrivedon this continent400yearsago.

Aftervideoof the eventsleadingupto Mr.! NJB Sde@hBetamepublicthisweek,the father
andsonwere chargedwith murderandaggravatedassault While we praythat oncemore of the
factsare fully knownjusticewill be served,courtscannotresurrectthe dead. Theycannotcom-
plete alife.

A particulardecisionwill not wipe awaythe dreadthat eventslike this causein the homesof
AfricanAmericansTheywill not changethe tenor of conversationghat blackparentshavewith
their children.

Blackfolksneedmore than a trial and a verdict. Our problemsare deeper,rooted not in the
detailsof a particularcase put in distrustof the systemchargedwith protectingusand punishing
thosewho do us harm. Thiscynicismis well earned,arisingout of repeateddisappointmentsTo
beginto healthis distrustwe needthis countryto take responsibilityfor its devaluationof black-
nessandits complicityin violenceagainstblackbodies.

We needthis countryto becomesomethingdifferent, somethingmore. Blackpeopleneedto
be seenasfully humanbeingsmadein the imageof God,not amenaceto be managedgcontrolled
and extinguishedIn 1847,LeonardBlack,who escapedslaveryand becamea prominent aboli-
tionist, said & 5 yu talk of sellinga man?Youmight aswell talk of sellingimmortality or sun-
AKAYySoé

Heknewwhatwe wereworth. We arefree thingsgifted by our creatorwith the ability to love
andlaughandlearnand pursueour dreams.Anythinglessis unacceptable.

AhmaudArberyneverlivedin that Americaand| do not expectto experiencat inits fullness
either. In this way, | am not far from the ancientlIsraelitesof the Bible.Insteadof pinningtheir

hopeson corrupt rulers, they articulateda theology of the kingshipof God.ThePsalmsL & NJ S

hymnbook,arefull of passage¢hat saythingslike, & a wholebeingwill exclaim W2 Ksdkeyou,
Lord?Yourescuethe poor from thosetoo strongfor them, the poor and needyfrom thosewho
robi KSY®Q¢

Whenkingsandrulerswould not bring about justice,the disinheritedput their hopein God.
Thisis the root of blackfaith in this country: when facedwith the denial of justice we set our
hopeson a highercourt, a more definitive vindication.

Forthe Christian, this vindicationcamein the personof Jesu<Christ.Hisdeathandresurrec-
tion is the greatreversal the emptyingof the power of sinand death on the one handandthe


https://books.google.com/books?id=lFiMCqjMsGwC&pg=PA59&lpg=PA59&dq=Leonard+black+%E2%80%9CDo+you+talk+of+selling+a+man?+You+might+as+well+talk+of+selling+immortality+or+sunshine&source=bl&ots=ghwpQorGEE&sig=ACfU3U3OJWA9L8WHNmy_XrsY1okQeOSEGQ&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjT9b34-6TpAhWEds0KHV-fCYcQ6AEwAHoECAcQAQ#v=onepage&q=Leonard%20black%20%E2%80%9CDo%20you%20talk%20of%20selling%20a%20man%3F%20You%20might%20as%20well%20talk%20of%20selling%20immortality%20or%20sunshine&f=false
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+35&version=NIV
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overcomingof the oppressivaendenciesf the state on the other. Thatis, for us,the immovable
fact of history.

Thereis no biggerrebellionor miraclein the history of these United Statesthan that of the
blackChristianavho sawin the very book usedto justify their oppressiona testimonyto a God
who disagreedThereis no greateraudacitythan their useof that Bibleto construct,almostfrom
scratch,a Christiananthropologythat demandeda recognitionof blackworth. Thatstrugglecon-
tinues.

Inthe end, the questionis not whetherthis countrywill finally fully valueblacklives.America
R 2 S et &vdte in the matter. It lacksthe competence Thequestionis whether this country
will continueto find itselfin the dangerougplaceof havingpolicies customsandlawsthat oppose
the will of God.

My work, asa ministerof the gospel,s not to fix Americabut to remindit of whatit isnot. It
isnot the kingdomof God,our greathope.Indeed,far too often Godhaslookeduponusandour
notionsof justiceand found Americawanting.

Alongsidethe litany of sufferingthat marksthe blackexperiencethere isa chantthat grows
in powerin timesof crisis.lt isin the spiritualsandthe blues,in hip-hop, soulandgospeimusic.It
isin blackpoetry, fiction, andfilm. Thisis a chorusof defiantjoy, arefusalto let fear stifle hope.

Many committed to running2.23miles,a nod to the date Mr. Arberywaskilled, on Friday,
which would havebeen his 26th birthday. Anotherway to honor his life is to find room for joy,
knowingthat we are not alonein our struggles.

| Am SoTired

ByProf.Dr. Robet M. Sellers
May 29, 2020University of Michigar©Office of Divesity Website
https://bit.ly/2X03EbW

Growingup the sonof a ministerandtwo civil rights activists,one of my favorite gospelsongsis
G R 2 yie@lgnowaysii A NFhRtswag,like somanyother songsfrom my AfricanAmericancul-
ture, evokesaneverlastingoptimismabouttomorrow that isbuilt on & (i fifh that our darkpast
hastaughtdziaswell asd (i KoPethat the presenthasbroughtdza ® €

| havealwayssaidthat Blackfolksarethe mostoptimisticsubscriber®f the Americandream,
despiteour long history of dehumanizatiorand degradationin this country. Thisother-worldly
optimismis perhapsmostfamouslyexemplifiedin Dr.Y A yéch&v@aR NB Ispééchthat Amer-
icaironicallylikesto co-opt by trotting it out everyyearon his birthday asa seltcongratulatory
signof how muchprogresswve havemadeasa societysincehisdeath).

Thismorning,| woke up verytired. Not your normaltired. | woke up with a kind of tired that
canonly befoundonthe other sideof loss,anger frustration, sadnessanddespair.Thismorning,
I wokeup in a statein which AfricanAmericangnakeup roughly13%of the populationbut com-
prise 31%of the peoplewith COVIBEL9 and 40%of the peopledyingfrom COVIBL9. | wokeup in
acountrywhereaWhite womancannot only accusean AfricanAmericanmanof threateningher
becausehe is simplyaskingher to obeythe law in a publicspace put shecanactuallyweaponize
the policefor her own aimssimplyby repeatedlyreferringto him asbeingAfricanAmerican.

Thescarytruth of the matter is not that shebelieved(or evenhoped) that shewould get a
different responseby evokingrace when makingher 911 call. Thereally scarything is that she
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wasright. By evokingrace and Blacknesspecifically she placeda target on his back, putting a
Y | yli€e & realdanger.Therecentmurdersof GeorgeFloydand AhmaudArberymakethis point
abundantlyclear:beinga Blackmaleinteractingwith law enforcementcanbe hazardouso 2 y S Q &
health. Lestwe getit twisted, beinga Blackwomanin thesesituationsis no picniceither. | woke
up in a country where a Blackwomanis beingrepeatedlypunchedin the headby a memberof
my localsheriffdepartment.

Thismorning,| woke up bone-wearytired.

Somepeoplearguethat this country, while beingbuilt substantiallyby us, wasnevermeant
for us. (Theyare not wrong.)Assuch,someof thesesamepeoplebelievethat other-worldly op-
timismis a signof weaknesandis ultimatelywhat hassealedour fate asa people.Theyquestion
the wisdomin holdingout suchfaith andhopefor changein a systam (in a society)that hastime
andtime againdemonstratedthat Blackdignity, Blackbodies,and Blacklivesmatter a little less.
(Itishardto arguewith the logicof the question.)

Thesdimesreallydo raisefor me the questionof how longmustwe wait, plan,work, march,
agitate,forgive,andvote beforewe havea societyin whichall livesmatter equally,regardlesf
raceor color?In my bonewearytired state this morning, before I evengot out of bed, | asked
myselfwhy shouldl continueto fight to try to changea systemthat hasproventime andtime
againthat it simplydoesnot regardme and peoplewho look like me asfully human.

Asl woke up this morning,| couldnot get out of bed. | laid there for awhile trying to grapple
with my feelingsof exhaustionanddespair.Often,when| amstrugglingto understandimportant
thingsin mylife, I turn to my LJ- NJXeyainplefor guidancel tried to accesshe collectivewisdom
of thosewho camebefore me, thosewho sacrificedsothat | could havemore. | wonderedwhat
they would sayaboutthe stateof racein (i 2 R Isai€yandwhat my role shouldbe. Frombirth,
my parentsinstilledin me and my siblingsthrough their words ¢ and more importantly their ac-
tions ¢ that the fight for racialjusticeis a long, intergenerationalone. It is alsoone that we are
destinedto win becauseight ison our side.

No matter the nature of the setbackghey faced(andthere were manyandsomebrutal ones
at that), they were alwaysableto getthroughthem throughtearsandlaughter,foreverkeeping
their eyeson the prize.In manyways,they epitomizedthat other-worldly Blackoptimism.5 2 y Q (i
get me wrong, they neverhid their own feelingsof frustration, anger,and tirednessfrom us. In
fact, thatishow I recognizel my ownfeelingsthismorning.Nonethelessmy parentsneverveered
from their beliefthat the brightestdayonly shoneon the other sideof the darkestnight.

Asl laid in that bed thinkingabout what lessond could gleanfrom their livesand what they
had saidto me and my brothersandsister,| washopingfor someform of instantrelief from my
feelingsof tiredness.| washopingthat their legacyand story would wipe awaymy doubtsabout
our societyand where we are going.l washopingthat my reflecting on my LJ NBliye§véod
magicallyre-chargemy batteriesand somehowsoothemy pain. Sadlymy reflectionsdid none of
that.

What my recollectionsof my LJ- NJexaingl&lid do was provide me with a perspective a
lensthrough which | canview and understandall that is happeningnow. Thislensremindsme
that this struggleis not new, nor isit likelyto be won in my lifetime. Sadly|it is likely that more
Blackpeoplewill die before we becomethe countrythat remotely resembleshe one described
in our constitution. Thislensalsoremindsme that this countryis MY country. My ancestorssac-
rificed their livesin buildingthis country.
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Theirblood, sweat,and tearsfertilize the rich soiluponwhichmuchof this O 2 dzy wedkhQ &
andstandingin the world isbuilt. | haveno choicebut to fight for it ¢ to fight to makeit live up to
its creed.l oweit to thosewho camebefore me, thosewho fought anddiedto makethis country
justalittle bit better for thosewho cameafter them. Theyfought for me. Tonot do sowould be
akinto walkingawayfrom my birthright. It isa birthright that doesnot belongonly to me; it also
belongsto future generationsof Blackfolks.

Whatreflectingonmy LI NBeyaingleprovidedme wasrenewalg not in the form of relief,
but insteadin the form of resolve My reflectionson their examplegaveme newinsightsinto that
other-worldly optimismthat is foundationalto the strengthandresilienceof Blackpeople.

Thatoptimismdoesnot residein a beliefthat Americawill simplychangeit actuallyresides
in the knowledgethat eachgenerationof AfricanAmericanshaschangedAmericafor the better
anda greatfaith that the nextgenerationwill take the nextstepsin changingAmericaevenmore
(evenif it feelsway too slow). Thisperspectivehasrenewedmy resolveto do all that | canto
makewhateverchangel can.Forme, to do otherwisewould be turning my backon the invest-
ment that my ancestoramadein this countryanddisinheritingmy descendants.

I am still tired of this shitthough.

Issue#2: Callfor Action on the Rural Health CareBill
By GretchenHaynes

TheWednesdayMeet Up groupsuggestedndividualand Meeting actionsto supportpublic
health policychangego comeout of the wreckageof the pandemic.TheCBSrogram60
Minutesaired an analysiof the plight of rural hospitalsand clinicsnationwide.We decidedto
focusonthosein Texasandto network with othersconcernedwith this problem.

Hereis oneresponsewe got from ElizabethEllisof the Bedias)ola,and SingletonCommu-
nity HealthClinicin GrimesCounty,Texas

df youwould like to truly supportrural health, contactyour Senators/Congressmean Washing-
ton to supportS.103RuralHealthModernizationActsponsorediy Sen Barrass@and Sen.Smith.

Thisbill will provide longterm supportand modernizationof rural health clinicsacrossAmerica.
Additionally,speakto your StateSenators/Representativeto ensurerural Americareceiveshigh

speed/fiberinternet to help ensurehealthaccesdor all! &



